
MEBANE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

 

Members Present:  Tim Bradley                       Jill Auditori 

                                    Patty Philipps                   Ed Hooks 

                                    Everette Greene 

 

Mayor Glendel Stephenson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:00pm in the Council 

Chambers of the Mebane Municipal Building.  Councilmember Hooks gave the invocation. 

 

City Manager Robert Wilson spoke concerning the proposed  “Carolina Corridor”, Interstate 

Enhancements along  I40/85, a development and design plan to allow continuity throughout the 10 

interchanges including those in Mebane.  The plan included a color canopy concept and a landscape 

management plan.  Mr. Wilson explained that after 2 years the City would begin maintaining Mebane 

I40/85 interchanges.  Councilmember Bradley expressed his concerns with the amount of manpower that 

would be required to maintain those interchanges.  He suggested the issue be remembered during budget 

time because adding this additional work load may require additional workers.   He also stated safety 

hazards as a concern. 

 

The Council received a memo from Planning Director Montrena Hadley in regards to the North Carolina 

Main Street Solutions Fund 2010-2011 (Round 3)-Grant Program.  Councilmember Philipps questioned if 

Council should discuss this program sooner than the December meeting due to the fast approaching 

deadline.  Councilmember Hooks felt they should meet earlier than December or wait until next year to 

apply.  Councilmember Auditori questioned if based on the City’s population, in order to qualify for the 

grant, the city would need to have a full time person on staff that deals directly with the downtown area 

and she questioned if the City needed to be a “Main Street” community.  Ms. Hadley replied the way she 

understood the grant, neither of those would be required to qualify.  City Manager Robert Wilson 

suggested that Council have more time to review the information and that a meeting could be scheduled if 

the Council desired to do so.  No formal action was taken. 

 

The Council received a letter from attorney Lawson Brown requesting that the scheduled Public Hearing 

to be held on a request from Old Hillsborough Partners, LLC to amend the CU-R-8 (Conditional Use-

Multi Family) zoning to CU-R-8 (Conditional Use Single Family) to allow for the construction of patio 

homes to be continued until the December meeting per his clients request.  Councilmember Philipps made 

a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to continue the Public Hearing until the December 

meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The continuance of the Public Hearing also removes Item IX. 

from the agenda. 

 

The Council received a request from the Homeowners of Arbor Creek Subdivision to reduce the speed 

limit within their subdivision from 35mph to 15mph.  City Manager Robert Wilson stated that the Council 

appointed designated committee will review the request and make a recommendation.  Council discussed 

the need for consistency of speed limits within all subdivisions.    They directed staff to install the 

requested “children at play” signs as soon as possible.   

 

Finance Officer David Cheek gave a report on the Granicus project previously discussed at last month’s 

meeting.  Mr. Cheek requested more time to review other software programs that would allow the Council 

and staff to begin using paperless agendas and packets.  Mr. Cheek also gave a brief update and timeline 

for beginning the process of accepting online payments.  Councilmember Auditiori expressed her desire 

to see the City’s website upgraded.  Staff stated they are looking into the website upgrade.   

 

The Council received a request for approval of a budget amendment for the replacement of water lines on 

Circle Drive.  City Engineer Darrell Russell gave the results of the bid opening which took place on 

October 31, 2011 at 10:00am.  He stated a total of 5 bids were received, ranging from $104,750 to 

$161,020.  The lowest bidder was C& J Utilities, Inc. of Burlington. He stated based on the low bid the 

estimated budget for the project is $125,000 which includes the construction, construction 

administration/inspection and contingencies.  Councilmember Bradley made a motion, seconded by 

Councilmember Philipps, to award the bid to the lowest bidder.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Greene made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bradley to approve the budget 

amendment in the amount of $125,000.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

During the Public Comment period, Brooks Gardner, 517 N. Carr Street, urged citizens to vote on 

November 8, 2011.  He also extended an invitation to everyone to attend the MLK, Jr. celebration which 

will take place at 6:30pm on January 22
nd

 at First Baptist Church of Mebane. 

 

A Public Hearing was held on a request from Karen Oldham and Billie Hair to rezone property +/- 2.78 

acres located at 1206 South Fifth Street from R-20 (Single Family) to B-2 (General Business). They wish 

to lease their property to Garden Valley Market to sell plants and produce from April-December.  Paul 



LaParra, Manager of Garden Valley Market, spoke on behalf of the request.  Applicant, Karen Oldham, 

also spoke on behalf of the request.  She explained leasing this property would allow them to receive 

income to pay property taxes until the NC Hwy 119 Bypass is finalized.  Council expressed their 

concerns with the rezoning; stating if the B-2 rezoning was granted any acceptable use in a B-2 zone 

could be placed on the property. Council said they would feel more comfortable if the request was for a 

special use rezoning.   

 

Mayor Stephenson called for a short break at 7:01pm.  Mayor Stephenson called the meeting to order at 

7:12pm. 

 

Planning Board member Thomas Fenske spoke briefly about the discussions that took place at the 

Planning Board meeting in regards to this request.  He shared his concerns with the requirements of the 

Unified Development Ordinance when dealing with conditional use requests.  He expressed, in his 

opinion, the need for a provisional conditional use zoning which would allow applicants with limited 

financial means to begin the rezoning process without a great financial burden with a stipulation of a final 

approval process which would be necessary prior to receiving a business license from the City.  Along 

with this suggestion he mentioned that if no development takes place a within 1 year the property would 

revert back to the previous zoning. 

 

Bruce Reidling, father of the owner of Garden Valley Market, gave brief comments concerning the 

business background of Garden Valley Market.   

 

Ms. Oldham gave closing statements in regards to her request. 

 

Mayor Stephenson called the Public Hearing to an end.  Councilmember Bradley made a motion, 

seconded by Councilmember Greene, to deny the request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Councilmember Hooks made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to approve the Tax 

Releases.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

As an additional item, City Manager Robert Wilson reminded the Council of upcoming events, including 

the Efland/Buckhorn Ground Breaking on November 10
th
 and a Mebane on the Move breakfast on 

November 14
th
. 

 

Also as an additional item, Councilmember Bradley requested during the upcoming budget session 

Council approve giving city employees Veterans Day as a paid holiday.   

 

The minutes of the October 10, 2011 regular monthly meeting and the October 24, 2011 Special Meeting-

Public hearing were approved as presented. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

                                                                                               ____________________________________ 

                                                                                               Glendel Stephenson, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Stephanie W. Shaw, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


