
MEBANE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 13, 2009 
 

Members Present:  Tim Bradley                    Patty Philipps 
                               Everette Greene              Ed Hooks 
 
One vacancy exists. 
 
Mayor Glendel Stephenson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Civic Room of the Mebane Arts & Community Center.  Councilmember Bradley 
gave the invocation. 
 
Councilmember Philipps requested Council’s consideration of proceeding with a study to 
determine what properties in Mebane would be eligible to be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Councilmember Philipps stated that she has done some 
initial research on this matter.  She said she spoke with a consultant about the required 
process and gave Council a brief overview of that process.  It was the consensus of the 
Council to have Councilmember Philipps and staff to proceed with the process. 
 
Elma Doermann, owner of Finishing Touch, 126 W. Clay Street spoke to Council in 
regards to several concerns with Mebane’s downtown area.  She stated her first concern 
with Duke Energy’s replacements of power poles in the downtown area.  She stated that 
the placement of these poles impedes store fronts and partially block views to display 
windows, further detracting from the beauty of historical downtown.  Another spoken 
concern was with the concave nature of Clay Street.  She feels this is a safety hazard.  
Ms. Doermann also stated during severe weather the drainage system created by the 
concave street cannot handle the water. She requested that Council consider replacing, 
not resurfacing, Clay Street and to work with Duke Energy to place all power lines 
underground. 
 
After some discussion between Council and City Engineer Darrell Russell, Mayor 
Stephenson stated there was a consensus among the Council to have City Manager 
Robert Wilson and City Engineer Darrell Russell pursue exploring what would be 
involved in order to resolve these matters.  No formal action was taken. 
 
No one spoke during the Public Comment period. 
 
The Council received a request from Barrie Oblinger, ,207 West Holt Street, owner and 
developer of the property,  for approval to rezone property +/- 10.05 acres located on 
West Roosevelt Street, West McKinley Street, and West Vance Street from R-8 (Multi-
Family/Two Family Residential), R-20 (Single Family Residential) to R-15 (Single 
Family Residential). The property is also known as being as Alamance County Tax Map 
#10-10-99. 
 
City Manager Robert Wilson stated at the May 4, 2009 meeting, the City Council did not 
vote on Mr. Oblinger’s Preliminary Subdivision Plat request.  Council referred the 
applicant back to staff to discuss rezoning the property and opening all three streets in an 
effort to keep the applicant from losing lots and to meet the UDO requirement of 
connectivity of streets and roads.  Mr. Wilson stated staff met with the applicant and the 
applicant is requesting approval to rezone property +/- 10.05 acres located on West 
Roosevelt Street, West McKinley Street, and West Vance Street from R-8 (Multi-
Family/Two Family Residential), R-20 (Single Family Residential) to R-15 (Single 
Family Residential).   Mr. Wilson stated that Council’s concerns at the May meeting have 
been addressed and the applicant agrees to open all three dead end streets.  The Planning 
Board recommended approval of the request. 
 
Omega Wilson, 609 West Lee Street, spoke concerning the rezoning request.  He stated 
that Mr. Oblinger met with the West End Revitalization Association (WERA) to discuss 
the proposed development.  Mr. Wilson stated that the members of the WERA support 
Mr. Oblinger’s plans for the development. 
 



After considerable discussion, Councilmember Philipps made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Hooks, to vote on the request.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Councilmember Philipps made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to 
approve the request.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Council received a request from Barrie Oblinger for approval to subdivide property 
as “Smallville Subdivision” a +/- 10.05 acre subdivision located on West Roosevelt, 
West McKinley, and West Vance Street into 16 lots.  The property is also known as being 
as Alamance County Tax Map #10-10-99.  Councilmember Hooks made a motion, 
seconded by Councilmember Philipps, to approve the request.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Council received a request for approval of Reappointment of Planning Board 
members.  Planning Director Montrena Hadley stated that six (6) Planning Board 
members’ terms expired on June 30, 2009.   She received five (5) requests from members 
to be reappointed.  Those members being:  Twila Buffington, Gregory Messinger, Roger 
Parker, Judy Taylor and Edward Tulauskas.  She explained that Robert Ricks, Jr. did not 
request to be reappointed.  Therefore leaving two (2) vacant positions to be filled-
Inside/Alamance (North)- Unexpired Term  June 30, 2011- Formerly the position of 
Robert Auditori and Inside/Alamance (South)- Formerly the position of Robert Ricks, Jr. 
 
Councilmember Philipps made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bradley, to 
reappoint the five (5) Planning Board members (listed above) for another four year term 
expiring on June 30, 2013.  The motion carried unanimously.  Council requested that all 
applications be made available next month for review in order to fill all vacancies on the 
Planning Board. 
 
Councilmember Hooks made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to approve 
the Tax Releases.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Council received a Report of 2008 Insolvents from the Tax Collector and the  
Tax Collector’s Settlement for 2008 and prior years’ taxes at June 30, 2009.  
Councilmember Hooks made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bradley, to approve the 
Insolvents List and to accept the Tax Collector’s Settlement. The motion carried  
unanimously.  
 
The Council received a request for approval of the new Municipal Records Retention and 
Disposition Schedule. After some discussion, Councilmember Bradley made a motion, 
seconded by Councilmember Philipps, to approve the Municipal Records Retention and 
Disposition Schedule.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
As a past additional item, City Manager Robert Wilson gave a brief update on Code 
Enforcement issues. No formal action was taken. 
 
Minutes of the May 28, 2009 Bid Opening and June 1, 2009 Regular Meeting were approved 
as presented. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
                                                                           ________________________________ 
                                                                          Glendel Stephenson, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Stephanie W. Shaw, City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 


